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to meet at York.or some other convenient place between
20 August and 20 September.

It was not to be. On 12 July the French peace collapsed and
war was renewed. No longer could Elizabeth remain a spec-
tator and let Conde be overthrown. As she told Mary some
months later: "When I saw that all my councillors and subjects
thought me of sight too dim, of hearing too deaf, of spirit too
improvident, I roused myself from such slumber and deemed
myself unworthy to govern such a kingdom as I possess, if I
were not also skilled in my own affairs.* On 15 July she sent Sir
Henry Sidney to Scotland to put off the meeting till the follow-
ing summer, 1563. Mary was heartbroken and kept her bed all
^3ay; but when she saw Sidney and learnt of Elizabeth's friendli-
ness, her spirits revived. After all, the interview was only
postponed, and for no more, indeed for less, than a year.
Pathetic optimism! The Fates are implacable.